
SCANDAL: SMALL CLAIMS COURT

Maria Waldkirch

INT.-COLLEGE LIBRARY

A young girl, ANNABELLE, is sitting in the library surrounded 
by other students. She is texting someone on her phone and we 
see her furiously typing. Suddenly, she starts to get 
flustered and looks around too see if anyone has noticed 
anything. She starts to cry and she is shushed by those 
sitting around her. 

SFX: Several camera shutters closing. 

CUT TO:

INT.-OLIVIA POPE’S OFFICE

We see ANNABELLE sitting on a couch while OLIVIA POPE paces 
around in the next room. Also with OLIVIA are QUINN, HUCK, 
and ABBY. ANNABELLE is obviously emotional. 

QUINN
I say no. I don’t trust this girl. 

HUCK
No, Liv, I don’t like her attitude. 

ABBY
I just don’t like her, period. She 
seems privileged, and not in a good 
way. No for me. 

OLIVIA
We are the judge and the jury in 
this situation. We decide if 
they’re guilty and just what kind 
of hell they deserve. When I make a 
decision, I go with my gut. I look 
them in the eye and see if they’re 
lying. 

OLIVIA begins to walk into the other room where ANNABELLE is 
seated and takes a seat next to her on the couch. QUINN, 
HUCK, and ABBY, follow behind her. 

OLIVIA (CONT’D)
Before we start, I need you to 
guarantee that you are being 
completely honest with me, or else 
this won’t work. 

(MORE)



Now, Annabelle, is there anything 
you’d like me to know?

ANNABELLE
(Obviously emotional.)

I did it. I sent that text. I was 
talking about her with my best 
friend, but I never meant for her 
to see what I was saying. I never 
meant to hurt anyone. 

OLIVIA
It’s handled. 

SFX: Several camera shutters closing. 

CUT TO:

EXT.-LAWN OF COLLEGE CAMPUS

ABBY walks up to a girl, CATHERINE, who is sitting with a few 
friends on a blanket in the middle of the lawn. 

ABBY
Hello Catherine, daughter of Frank 
and Linda, nineteen years old, Phi 
Mu, Social Work major, two 
brothers, both older, no boyfriend, 
but “gets around” if you know what 
I mean. 

The rest of CATHERINE’S friends get the hint and leave 
CATHERINE and ABBY alone. ABBY takes a seat next to 
CATHERINE. 

CATHERINE
Excuse me, who are you? 

ABBY
You were texting your best friend, 
Annabelle last night and she got 
into some trouble. 

CATHERINE
How do you know that?

ABBY
You encouraged her. You made her 
feel safe. Then you sent a “haha” 
to let her know what she said was 
funny. You didn’t seem to care, 
though, that she was texting Sarah 
at the same time. 

OLIVIA (CONT’D)

(MORE)
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How easy it would be for Annabelle 
to accidentally send something to 
Sarah that would be unforgivable. 
Let me tell you what could happen 
to you. You could be fine. You 
could finish college with honors 
and head onto a full time position 
that isn’t your dream job, but 
could get you to your dream job. 
Or, you could disappear. You could 
pack your dorm, head home, and 
never be heard from again. 

CATHERINE:
(Clearly very emotional.)

Fine, fine. What do you want from 
me?

ABBY
I want you to take responsibility 
for what you’ve done. 

SFX: Several camera shutters closing. 

CUT TO:

INT.-HUCK’S OFFICE

HUCK is typing away at his computer with QUINN looking over 
his shoulder. OLIVIA struts in. 

OLIVIA
What’s happening?

HUCK
I was able to hack into Annabelle’s 
phone. She did send that text to 
Sarah, but I’ve also found hard 
evidence that her best friend, 
Catherine, was making fun of Sarah, 
too. 

QUINN
Easy mistake for any girl to make. 
Annabelle trusted Catherine and 
thought she could keep her secrets. 
Obviously her phone, and Catherine, 
had other plans. I say we pin this 
on Catherine and autocorrect and 
Annabelle goes free. 

ABBY (CONT'D)
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OLIVIA
Good work, you two, keep searching 
and let me know if you find 
anything new. 

SFX: Several camera shutters closing. 

CUT TO:

INT.-SARAH’S DORM ROOM

OLIVIA, with QUINN in tow, knocks on SARAH’S door. SARAH 
swings the door open. 

SARAH
Can I help you?

OLIVIA
Sarah?

SARAH
Yeah, who are you?

OLIVIA
I’m here to help. You don’t have a 
lot of friends, do you?

SARAH
Uh, I don’t know who you are or how 
you know anything about me, but my 
life is none of your business. 

OLIVIA
Well, as a “friend” of one of your 
friends, I would highly suggest you 
move on from things. Gloss over 
what you think you know and focus 
on what you do know. Annabelle is a 
loving, supportive friend who has 
done nothing but care for you. If 
she hadn’t been texting you, no one 
would have been texting you. I 
suggest you remember that. 

OLIVIA and QUINN walk away leaving SARAH stunned, standing in 
her doorway. 

SFX: Several camera shutters closing. 

CUT TO:

4.



INT.-MAIN ROOM OF OLIVIA POPE’S OFFICE

ANNABELLE sits at the head of an incredibly long conference 
table. QUINN, ABBY, and HUCK all sit facing the wall that is 
covered in screen shots of different text conversations 
ANNABELLE has had, including the conversation between her and 
SARAH and her and CATHERINE. We see Annabelle sent “Sarah is 
honestly so annoying. I literally can’t with her, ever.” 
OLIVIA is pacing. 

OLIVIA
We’ve done everything we can for 
you, Annabelle. We’ve handled it. 
Catherine, your best friend, is 
gone forever. You’ll thank us one 
day. Sarah is sad, but still your 
friend. We’ve handled it. 

ANNABELLE
I never once asked you to get rid 
of Catherine and I want you to tell 
me where she is!

OLIVIA
We did our job, Annabelle. The 
truth doesn’t matter--you have your 
friend and we got rid of someone 
who was leading you down the wrong 
path. That’s what we do. We’re 
gladiators. We wear the white hats. 
We fix problems. And we definitely 
do what’s best for our clients. 

SFX: Several camera shutters closing. 

Blackout. 
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